256          THE LAND REVENUE OF BOMBAY.
Progress towards a more settled system of cultivation has been very small, and the Surrey and ordinary Eevenue Officers are of opinion that the condition of the country is as yet too backward to admit of the introduction of a regular Survey settlement. The general rise in the value of agricultural produce in other parts of the country has not affected Mokhada, for the wild tribes who constitute the bulk of its population do not sell, but barter the grain they produce, and the salt and salt fish which they mostly receive in exchange have risen in price equally with the grain. Under these circumstances only a partial revision of the arrangements made in 1865 has been carried out. The assessment placed on rice lands remains as it was, such portions of the land as have been allowed to relapse into jungle having been divided off and excluded. The settlement thus becomes one of varkas lands only. From the fluctuating character of cultivation in these lands it has been found impossible to ascertain the exact area in occupation, and the incidence of the rates proposed can therefore be calculated only very approximately. It has been measured out into regular Survey fields, of sizes varying from ten to twenty acres in level land near the villages to thirty to fifty in jungly lands near the Ghats or large hills. These have been subdivided according to present occupancy, or what is claimed by the people, and the remainder of the land recorded as Government waste, available for cultivation. That portion of it which has a good depth of soil, is capable of cultivation regularly every year, and produces good crops of pulse, has been assessed at maximum rates of five or six annas per acre, and the inferior descriptions, which require more or less fallow, have been similarly assessed at four annas. The general financial result is, that whereas under the previous settlement 78,531 acres were recorded as assessed at, Bs. 7,679, the arable area is now shown as 79,045 acres, assessed at Rs. 13,131, an average of 2a. 8p. per acre. The increase of 71 per cent, thus arrived at is, of course, nominal, and there can be no doubt of the extreme moderation of the assessment. The climate is extremely well suited to the crops grown, some of which are the best in quality of the whole of the Konkau, and are exported to the estimated value of Bs. 14,500. There is never any failure of rain Hueh as to cause distress, and to this it may